
Opticians Apprentice 
Career Studies Certificate 
  

 

Purpose: Successful completion of the Opticians Apprentice Career Studies 
Certificate will prepare students for employment in the eye care field throughout the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. This program is designed to develop basic essential 
knowledge and performance skills necessary to function as an optician. 
  
Occupational Objectives: Students who successfully complete this career studies 
certificate program and complete the 6,000 hours of on-the-job training as a registered 
apprentice will be eligible to sit for the licensure examination to become a licensed 
optician in the State of Virginia. 
  
Admission Requirements: General college curricular admission 
  
Program Notes: In addition to the general college curricular admission requirements, 
an interview with the Opticianry program head is required before beginning the 
curriculum. Students must be registered as an Apprentice Optician with the Virginia 
Department of Labor. This career studies certificate program may be completed in 
three years. To be awarded the Opticians Apprentice Career Studies Certificate, 
students are required to complete 2,000 hours of on-the-job training per year, for a 
total of 6,000 hours, along with the required courses. Students will be required to 
repeat any OPT course in which a grade lower than "C" is received. 
  

CURRICULUM 

COURSE TITLE  
LEC. 
HRS. 

LAB. 
HRS. 

CRS. 
CRE. 

OPT 150 Optical Laboratory Theory I 3 0 3 

OPT 151 Optical Laboratory Theory II 3 0 3 

OPT 121 Optical Theory I 3 0 3 

OPT 122 Optical Theory II 3 0 3 

OPT 105 Anatomy, Physiology, and Pathology of the Eye 3 0 3 

OPT 160 Optical Dispensing Theory I 3 0 3 

OPT 154 Optical Business Management 3 0 3 

TOTAL 21 0 21 

Total Minimum Credits for Career Studies Certificate in Opticians 
Apprentice 

21 
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http://dev.jsr.vccs.edu/curriculum/courses/OPT.htm#OPT 143

